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OND) A M indebted to a correfpondent 

DO IVG i * 

Ma Fy OS ° 

ot Oe a. mihi for the following allegory. The 
ot aye 


sos-8 manner in which it is written, and 
x the moral it contains, will be a 
4 ; ; ; 
better reCommendation of it than 
any compliment of mine. I fhall 


therefore lay it before my readers without farther preface. 


PROSPERITY and Apversiry, the daughters of 
PRovIDENCE, were fent to the houfe of a rich Phe- 
nician merchant, named VeLasco, whole refidence was 
at Tyre, the capital city of that kingdom. 

Prosperity, the eldeft, was beautiful as the morn- 
ing, and chearful as the fpring: but Apversity was 
forrowful and ill-favoured. 


VELASCO 
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Ve asco had two fons, Ferix and URANIo. They 
were both bred to commerce, though liberally educated, 
and had lived together from their infancy in the ftricteft 
harmony and friendfhip. But Love, before whom all 
the affections of the foul are as the traces of a fhip upon 
the ocean, which remain only for a moment, threaten- 
ed in an evil hour to fet them at variance; for both 
were become enamoured with the beauties of PRosPrE- 
RiTy. The nymph, like one of the daughters of men, 
gave encouragement to each by turns; but to avoid a 
particular declaration, fhe avowed a refolution never to 
marry, unlefs her fifter, from whom fhe faid it was im- 
poffible for her to be long feparated, was married at 
the fame time. 

Vexrasco, who was no ftranger to the paffions of 
his fons, and who dreaded every thing from their vio- 
lence, to prevent confequences, obliged them by his 
authority to decide their pretenfions by lots; each pre- 
vioufly engaging in a folemn oath to marry the nymph 
that fhould fall to his fhare. The lots were accordingly 
drawn; and Prosperity became the wife of Fe.ix, 
and ApverRsITY of URANIO. 

Soon after the celebration of thefe nuptials VeLasco 
died, having bequeathed to his eldeft fon Frxrx the 
houfe wherein he dwelt, together with the greateft part 
of his large fortune and effeéts. 

Tue hufband of Prosperity was fo tranfported 
with the gay difpofition and enchanting beauties of his 
bride, that he cloathed her in gold and filver, and a- 
dorned her with jewels of ineftimable value. He built 
a palace for her in the woods ; he made rivers in his gar- 
dens, and beautified their banks with temples and pavili- 
ons. He entertained at his table the nobles of the land, 
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delighting their ears with mufic, and their eyes with 
magnificence. But his kindred he beheld as ftrangers, 
and the.companions of his youth paffled by him unre- 
varded. His brother alfo became hateful in his fight, 
and in procefs of time he commanded the doors of his 
houfe to be fhut againft him. 

But as the ftream flows from it’s channel and lofes 
itfelf among the vallies, unlefs confined by mounds ; fo 
alfo will the current of fortune be diffipated, unlefs 
bounded by ceconomy. In a few years the eftate of 
Fexrx was wafted by extravagance, his merchandize 
failed him by neglect, and his effeéts were feized by 
the mercilefs hands of creditors. He applied him- 
felf for fupport to the nobles and great men whom 
he had feafted and made prefents to, but his voice 
was as the voice of a ftranger, and they remembred 
not his face. The friends whom he had neglected 
derided him in their turn, his wife alfo infulted him, 
and turned her back upon him and fled. Yet was his 
heart fo bewitched with her forceries, that he purfued 
her with entreaties, till by her hafte to abandon him, 
her mafk fell off, and difcovered to him a face as wi- 
thered and deformed, as before it had appeared youth- 
ful and engaging. 

Wuart became of him afterwards tradition does not 
relate with certainty. It is believed that he fled into 
Egypt, and lived precarioufly on the fcanty benevolence 
of a few friends, who had not totally deferted him, and 
that he died in a fhort time, wretched and an exile. 

LET us now return to URANiIo, who, as we have 
already obferved, had been driven out of doors by his 
brother Ferrx. Apversity, though hateful to his 
heart, and a fpectre to his eyes, was the conftant at- 
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tendant upon his fteps : and to aggravate his forrow, he 
received certain intelligence that his richeft veffel was 
taken by a Sardinian pirate ; that another was loft upon 
the Lybian Syrtes, and, to compleat all, that the banker 
with whom the greateft part of his ready money was 
entrufted, had deferted his creditors and retired into 
Sicily. Colleéting therefore the fmall remains of his 
fortune, he bid adieu to Tyre, and, led by Apver- 
siry through unfrequented roads and foretts overgrown 
with thickets, he came at laft to.a {mall village at the 
foot of a mountain. Hicre they took up their abode for 
fome time; and ApveERsiry, in return for all the 
anxiety he had fuffered, foftening the feverity of her 
looks, adminiftred to him the moft faithtul counfel, 
weaning his heart from the immoderate love of earthly 
things, and teaching him to revere the Gods, and to 
place his whole truft and happinefs in their govern- 
ment and protecticn. She humanized his foul, made 
him modeft and humble, taught him to compaffionaie 
the diftrefles of his fellow creatures, and enclined him 
to relicve them. 

“ Tam fent, faid fhe, by the Gods to thofe only 
«© whom they love: for I not only train them up by my 
« fevere difcipline to future glory, but alfo prepare 
‘* them to receive with a greater relifh all fuch moderate 
* enjoyments, as are not inconfiftent with this proba- 
“ tionary flate. As the fpider, when affailed, feeks 
‘«¢ fhelter in it’s inmoft web, fo the mind which I afflict, 
contacts it’s wandering thoughts, and flies for happi- 
« nefs to itfelf. It was Iwho raifed the charaéters of 
** Cato, Socrates and Timoleon to fo divine a height, 
«* and fet them up as guides and examples to every future 


“ ave, PRosPERITY, my {miling, but treacherous fif- 
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“ ter, too frequently delivers thofe whom the has fe- 
‘«¢ duced to be fcourged by her cruel followers, An- 
* cuisn and Despair: while ApversiTy never fails 
** to lead thofe who will be inftructed by her, to the 
*¢ blifsful habitations of FRanquiLiry and ConTENnT.” 

Uranio liftened to her words with great attention ; 
and as he looked earneftly on her face, the deformity of 
it feemed infenfibly to decreafe. By gentle degrees his 
averfion to her abated; and at laft, he gave himfelf 
wholly up to her counfel and direétion. She would of- 
ten repeat to him the wife maxim of the philofopher, 
«© That thofe, who want the feweft things, approach 
‘<< neareft to the Gods, who want nothing.” She ad- 
monifhed him to turn his eyes to the many thoufands 
beneath him, inftead of gazing on the few who live in 
pomp and fplendor ; and in his addrefles to the Gods, 
inftead of {upplicating for riches and popularity, to pray 
only for a virtuous mind, a quiet ftate, an unblameable 
life, and a death full of good hopes. 

Finpinc him to be every day more and more com- 
pofed and refigned, though neither enamoured of her 
face, nor delighted with her fociety, fhe at laft addrefled 
him in the following manner. 

« As gold is purged and refined from drofs by the 
“¢ fire, fo is ADVERSITY fent by PRoviIDENCE to try and 
“* improve the virtue of mortals. The end obtained, my 
“< tafk is finifhed ; and I now leave you, to go and give 
“ an account of my charge. Your brother, whofe lot was 
“ ProsPeRITY, and whofe condition you fo much en- 
*“« vied, after having experienced the error of his choice, 
“© is at laft releafed by death from the moft wretched of 
“ lives. Happy has it been for Uranro, that his lot 
“ was ApveRsITY, whom if he remembers as he 
“ ought, his life will be honourable, and his death 
“happy.” 

As 
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As fhe: pronounced thefe words, fhe vanifhed from 
his fight. But though her features at that moment, in- 
ftead of infpiring their ufual hotror, feemed to difplay a 
kind of languifhing beauty, yet as Uranio, in fpite of 
his utmoft efforts, could never prevail upon himfelf to 
love her, he neither regretted her departure, nor wifhed 
for her return. - But though he rejoiced in her abfence, 
he treafured up her counfels in his heart, and grew hap- 
py by the practice of them. 

He afterwards betook himfelf again to merchandize; and 
having in a fhort time acquired a competency fufficient for 
the‘real enjoyments of life, he retreated to a little farm, 
which he had bought for that. purpofe, and where he 
determined to continue the remainder of his days. Here 
he employed his time in planting, gardening-and huf- 
bandry, in quelling all diforderly. paffions, and in form- 
ing his mind by the leffons of Apversiry. He took 
great delight in a little cell or hermitage in his garden, 
which ftood under a tuft of trees, encompaffed with 
eglantine and honey-fuckles. Adjoining to it was a cold 
bath, formed by a fpring iffuing from a rock, and over 
the door was written in large characters the following 
infcription. 


Beneath this mofs-grown roof, within this cell, 
Trutu, Liserty, ConTENT, and VIRTUE dwell, 
Say, you who dare this happy place difdain, 

What fplendid palace boafts fo fair a train? 


He lived toa good old age; and died honoured and 
lamented. 
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